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0 — NES the beg of the Jews, and who waited for the 
vout People were in daily Expectation of the com- 


he was inquiſitive who our Saviour could he, hav- 
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a kau Za Man be born again be carne 14 the 7 
by \ Kingdom of God. | 


H 1 Si is Part of wr W our 1 
viour had with Nicademus, a Ruler of 
0 * Ve the Fews, who came by Night to Hini 
Lp 2 talked with Him of the Kingdom. 
0 + 1 ſhould ſeem that this Man had been 
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20 Conſolation of - Ijrael; and as at that Time many de- 
ing of the Meſſiah, or the Defire of all Nations, ſo 


ing heard of his Miracles, and was aſſured, as he e- 
tells Jeſus, that he was no meer Man, but a "Teacher 1 
came from God, for, ſaith he, no Man can do | 


theſe Miracles ld e . * * LL with 5 
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4 en well the LED. Sabi 
| es, of Afrael- about the Kingdom, and 
began at once to tell Him, that his Kingdom was 
not to be ſeen with the outward Eyes, or, as He 
ſaid to the Phariſees in another place, * It cometh not 
with Obſervation, neither ſhail- they ſay, lo] here, or 
ho! there, for the Kingdom of Heaven is within you; 
thus He now teaches one of their chief Rabbis, 
that ho one uncqnverted could ſee the Kingdom, 5 
much leſs enter into it, Verih, verily, he faith, I 
fay unto thee, except a man be born again he can- 
not ſee the Kingdom of God. Altho* this Doctrine 
had been taught in $ David: and f Ezekiel, and in 
other Scriptures of the Prophets, 8 it appeared 
dufte new 10 Nicxdemns,. apd 1 uck him 5 
Amazement, ſo that he aſked. dire 5 how a. 
could be born when be iwas old? tan he, 7th he, en- 
ter the fecond time into bis Mothers Womb and be born? 
Our Savibur told him, if a Man could enter. inte his 
Mother's. Womb and be bor: agaiþ, that W . 
not help him, for ſtill he woot be. Fleſb, anc 
* the ſame. nature of that from which he was , 
but he: ſays, He tuft be born of Mater & ' of the 
3 eh Ghoſt; He muſt have a ſpiritual; Birth, and 
| "become Spirit of his Father who is u öpipit, and by 
ry - whom, thr Sons of 6 Gol are begotten o, Incorguptible 
Seed, and bids Nicedemus not Matvel at zit, for a 
third time be faith Yo mut be. born gain. He was 
more and mote pRoniſhed at this Doctrine, and by 
"his Qyettivn, How ran this be? he contefles, he 
was a Stranger to this Myſtery, and did not under- | 
ſtand the No- Birth. Our Saviour to convince him 
that there are I hings earthy not to be accounted | 
©: rien, and which-yet are real and true, mentions the 
1 Wind, which one bears and feels, but can't tell 


— hence 
55 Luke 1 xvii. 20, 21. : 2 li. 10. 1 Zacleil xxxvi. 26. 


ende 5 5 1 
Je i ant! wbb it autb, 5 2 rk, * 55 
ever vne Born of the" Spirit As if dhe would have fa 
T9 iW can ene deſcribe the Mind to him cih — 
5 'or heard it, or actount for it why 1t-blows to-day hugh, 

ET a nd ? wot” lüge ted, or whence comes or whither 
it gber, and yet be brow" there is uch a Thing. as 
Hind; fo one born again, one on "whorit the: Lord has 
\Freathell a | ſecond” time,” and ſaid, Reetive qe the Hay 

9 tan be "aſſured: of thit Mercy, and thencefor- 
d be < Partater of the Kingdom of Gad, feel in hir 
2 the is 7 ange he "works there bybis Spirit, 
i Nele in his Salvation, kjow he is u Chi of -God and 
" ar his 'Divint Nature as fare ar h war 
5 Faß of bis natural "Father's | Ply/h and with all R- 
4. can call Abba” Father,” having 'veceived the-Sptrit 
; 5 tion and being "Hally Born 12 into the family 
ouJhuld of God, but 4s tunnot vyevtal ar decribe 
y 10 another, He cannot artbunt for it, N 2. cam be 
oled whoſe Eyes the Lor has n 
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ie Nia, ail Hapyineſs' to "which" be i role. 


WE re t' N hat 4 "min ind but bim thit- race 
e 
26 Nec tl bend all our i nel | 
- .nued yet to reaſon” about this Neth. Birth, till our 
Sarolf aſked him. Art thou d Mafter in Iſruels and 
be, not theſe Things ? Iß I babes told youef earth- 
Thing «and ye believe nit, how ſhould vn believe if 
1 425 OE af” heavenly © i. e. If I Ha told yiu of the © 
_ Wa which is "earthy and vm dem cumpf ebend or 
es "un 6 and, bow” can you" undep and henuenyj Things 
4 whic, are paſt finding out? This Part of our Savi- 
„ "Diſchurts ſhould teach us two Things, firſt, 
- that all Masters in Tiradl, all! Rulers, Preachers, 
and ' Minifters of God's Word ſhould» firſt of alf 
| know and be Witneſſes of this Myſtery, and none 
Woe: venture to. teach others till they are taught | 
e „ 
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4» We 


* : 
Te F, 4 
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| ' theſe Things, and Have learned them of God; fot 


this is the true Character of a Servant of Chrift, 


Mie fprak 'what we know, and teſtify what we have 
ſeen, and thus properly are they His Witneſſes 


they not only preach the Divine Truths in Words, 


but have themſelves proved and experienced them 


— = 


in their own Hearts. Me are Witneſſes, ſays St. Pe- 
„„ % „ nnd 2h CR. - 
- Secondly, We muſt learn to bridle our too curious 
Search into ſome. Matters, becauſe they are too 
high for us, and believe, becauſe the Lord has ſaid 


it, without wanting to underſtand hor it can be, or 


endeavouring to comprehend or give Reaſons for 


the Myſteries of Chri/t, ſince. his Matters are not 
like the Things of the World, which Men may 


ſearch out and account ſor, tho' in many Things 


they fail and fall ſhort; but in the Things of G 
we ſhould always think, 4s the Heavens are above the 
Earth, ſo are his Ways above our Ways and his 


Thoughts above our Thoughts, His Ways are inthe 


great Waters, and his Footſleps are not known. In 
this Doctrine of the New-B:rth this humble Mind 

is neceſſary; for, like as a blind Man can't be a 
Judge of Colours till his Eyes are opened, nor the 
Man born and brought up in ſome cloſe Place be 
able to underſtand any thing of the Wind till he has 


5 felt and heard it, ſo neither can any one judge of 


the Work of God upon a Soul, till he has obtained 
of his loving Zed an Underſtanding, whereby, as 


St. John ſays, we know him, or what our Saviour 
calls Ears to hear, Eyes to fee, and a Heart to under- 
and. When this is done, he ſhall find no fuck 


| Kt Difficulty to believe, or find the right Way, for 


Fools ſhall not err therein, and a babe thus taugnt of 


God is wiſe and underſtands, believes, and is already 
— ⅛ » Ä 
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n remarkable, our por pg does not go bag 
to demon ſtrate the Matter, or explain it, for that 
is no where his way. He faith, and wwe are to be- 
lieye for his Word's Sake, nor muſt we look for a 
greater or better Proof of the Truth than that He 
has ſaid it. It is written, we don't truſt Him, and - 
where a demonſtration is given Fith is not of 
Uſe. He is God, and worthy to be believed; and 
as here in this World our main Attainment is not 
to comptehend, | or fathom, or know as we are 
known, but to believe, and in the World to come 
we ſhall ſee and pry into the deep Things of God, 
where there is no Dan ger of Pride, and where we 
| ſhall know perfectly; therefore let Us endeavour 
only to feel, to experience, and enjoy in our Hearts 
this great Bleſſedneſs, which no natural Man can 
underſtand; but will conſtantly enquire, How can 
this be? till his Heart feels the want of a New-Birth, 
700 then Wich Heart nd Prayers he will ſeek it and | 
nd it £ 
1 ſhall now 1 briefly. of theſe three Heads, 
Firſt; Of the Neceſſity of the New- Birth. Secondly, 
Treat of its bappy Effefts in the Heart. And, Thirdly, 
oy the Means of this. Change, as far as it concerns. us 
Our Fall in Adam, and the corrupt and wicked 
Nature we bring with us into the World, has made | 
a Regeneration - abſolutely, neceſſary 3 and tho“ I 
| — how many ftrive to oppoſe the Doctrine f 
Original - or the Firfl Sin, yet I ſo treat all Argu- 
ments, and thoſe Things ſaid directly againſt the 
WMords of Seripture, juſt as St, Faul calls it, the 
. Hiſaem of Men, and :;what ig Foal nel, with God. 
All the Law and Goſpel agree, that in Adam all di- 
. All have ſinned 5 came ſhort of the Glory of Ged. 
Mon wert- called a Tranſgreſſar From. the N 144 The 
* of _ 5 's Hear, are Evil "ew is Youth. © 1 


was 


3 


"ef born i in Sin. and i Sh did my Miuther conceive 
Al are gone out of the way, there is none gad 
710 no age one. Theſe are ſome of the many Seriptures , 
which prove the. general and univerſal Fall ang Der- 
cay: and which is the Reaſon. why 2% muft be bor 
again If chere had been no ruining of All, then A] All 
need not be rene wed; and if we bad. not. 2 b 
and corrupt nature, a Heart which is not good 1. a 
'the Sight of Ged then there would be no need of a, 
new Nature. If, therefore, no Seripture could be, 
brought in Con rmation of the docttine of, the Fall. 
but the Text. icelf, it would prove it ſuffciently: 
For either G created us bad, or we are f. allen. 5 
Or if a Man can be lo blind.as to. think we are well, 
we have 2 good Nature, we are not fallen, nor 
ſpoiled,” nor Tuined, then he muſt» ſee no need of a 
| Nerv Arth, and deſpile the Doctrine dur \ Sanjour, £2 
has taught to Plain! in this his Diſcourſe wich Necode- 
mis, and in many other Places of his Goſpe},. and; 
is verily and indeed dead, and has. f jon. Heart is 
darkened and blind: 9 the Gad of this World, who. 
therefore k eeꝑs hi FA grorant hi loſt; State, leſt 
| be-ſhould fee the Nic of the waſhing. of Emre 
tien und lie A f. 7 the Holy Ghoſt, ane ſhould 
8 it with all his eart and be ſaved... na SAY 
Let who, will oppoſe it, t the true Docuine 3g this, 1 N 
ä 750 were created upright,” Le andern gad, 
4 but Satan, who envied cur Happ eſs, found Means 
B OE our Fir{ Parents i into og 3 hen they 
= whom Geghad g given in Sub 8589 ll. Things.ip 
L | World, felt ige the Enemy*s Hands, all: went | 
i 10 Weck. ang. all, botn Afterwards Ware homer born . 
 _ - Shops. « 'Satgn nor v was” it poſſible "fop it ig le 
5 Stherxwi ſe, ty N ! >Forfeired his Rig Kto 
3 be a | San, « G. and Hay ifs been now r — 
| 1 e by W 5 a I 2 e 
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| ter Nature than he "Ps himſelf, pu could da clean 


Thing come out of an unclean, but all the whole Lump 
of Mankind was leavened with the direful Leaven, 


and the Curſe came upon All. It this woful Con- 


dition was the Earth and all Souls, when God look - 


ed down from Heaven and ſaw how all Fleſh had 
corrupted tbeir way befere him, and where like Sheep 
gone aſtray, or Vines: degenerated and become wild 
and worthleſs, and here he opened and revealed his 
eternal Purpoſe, which was, to ſave us out of this 


Horrible Pit, and reſtore us to the Dignity of Sons 


F God; wherefore he did not leave us in our fallen 
ſtate, or forſake us unhelped, but reſolved to mate 


all Things new, and to give eſpecially a New-Birth 
toſuch as believe in Him, which ſhould be brought 


about and effected by ithe Holy Ghoſt; and fo we 


who were hy Nature Children of Wrath might become 


Children' of Grace, and receive tbe Spirit ef Adoption, 
whereby we can call Gad, in - tbe flridteft Senſe, My 


Father, and this after our Saviour had redeemed us 
by his Death, he goes on to do for us now. He 


gives us a'new Heart, or, as David calls it, a: chan 


Heart and a new Spirit, and be is our God and we 


are bis People. We are his Sons and Daughters, and 
be is io u a Father; and thus faith. the n God Hts 
mighty'in the Scripture. 


It is a falſe and dangerous Notion: — fooks 


entertain, that our Saviour by his Croſs only ſet us 
a good Example, and that at beſt we can become 


no more than Servants f God, for therefore ſaid 


ID fs 
by oe 8 24 


our Saviour, I haue not called you Servants. | 1 go to 


your Father and to my Father, to © your” God and to my 


Gad. And St. Paul ſays, We are not Servants but Jans, 

and this is a common Thing in the Bible to ſee the 8 
Believets and Elect of God called his Ghildren, At 
Pe his FC * _—_— and N &. 129 


But 


; Fo 64 1 
But leſt any ſhould deſpiſe this glorious Literty 
of becoming Children of God, and be tempted to 
Hop ſhort of the Prize of our High Calling, I muſt 
add one Thing, and that is this, A New Birth 
is not only neceſſury to make us Joint-Heirs of the 
Glory to come with Chriſt, but none can be ſaved 
without it: None can go te Heaven, none can ſee. 
the Kingdom, or enter into it, who has not expe- 
rienced this Change. To make it doubly wei ghty: 
and important, our Saviour deliveis this Truth with 
his uſual Solemnity in ſuch. Caſes, Very verily I ſay 
anto you, except a Man be born again be. cunnot ſee tht 
| Kingdom of God. | He ſays it wha cannot lie. The Word 
i gone out' of bis Auth who cannot repent,. and is mated | 
f firmed with an everlaſting Amen. | 
_  -» Whoever can pet think ſo lightly of the Matter 
1 - if he can be ſaved: tho' he be an entire Stranger 
to this Birth of the Spirit, this New Creation 
3 He ſhall find our Lord and 


does not trifle or jeſt, His words are true and faith 


ful, and to ſuppoſe one can be ſaved who is not 
ork: again, is to ſuppoſe our Saviour can break his 


Word and Oath: No, be ſball be found True, tho” 


the whole Race of Men ſhould Petiſh. Let there- 
fore none venture too far thus /prefumptuvuſly, leſt 
they repent too late; nor make light of this * 
trine, left they ſhould 'be found ſpeechleſs in that Day 
when our Saviour fhall make it appear, 1 once 
heard of the Neceſlity of being born again, but they 
des inn 5 
6 "Many deceive themſelves, by hiring chay don't = 
i delpile i. it, but hope it is ne other than Baptiſni, or 
another Name given to 4 Change of Behaviour 
and Manners, Sc. but even their taly and careleſs 
Thoughts about fo great a Matter is à Soft of deſpi- 
fing of it; for if any thing we ſhould be * hou | 


Py 


ſhould be in this, fince without it we can't bo fa- 


5 „ the Kingdom of Ged. How many have 


been baptized who are ſtill utter Strangers to this 

Renovation, or Renewal of the Heart ? How many 
have changed their Morals, and altered their Courſe 
of Life who never experienced a New Birth, or are 

5 fure whatit means to this Day? | 
I will not diſpute but titans, have. been born | 
again at the time of ther Baptiſm, (ſor we have In- 
ſtances of it in the Scripture) and that others whoſe 
Courſe of Life have been altered ware alſo barn again 
from above; but without this ãn the Heart, without | 
the Work of the Holy Ghoft, who wafhes us in the 
Blood and Water out of Chriſt's Side, all the reſt 
is but an empty Sign and Shadow, but not the Sub- 
ſtance: I will —— again and again beſeech and 
pray you, be aware leſt you, like the Jetus, boaſt 


of your Church Privileges, &c. and be after all no 


Child of God. He is noi '@ Few wha is a Jer auttuard- 
+5, whoſe Circumciſion is in the:Fleſh, but he is a Few | 
who is a Few imuurdiy, | whoſe Circumcifien is u 
Heart. He is not a: true” {/raclite who can on 
glory that Abrabam was his Father, but ris | | 
walks in the Steps f the Faith: of Abraham ſo think 
you. He is not a real Chriftian who only has been 
| baptized with water outwardly, but he is a Chri- 
tiain who is one inwardly, who has been baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt and is born again; and be only 
is a Child of God whom the Lord: bath made ſo, and 
not he who without this glories: of his being. of the 
beſt Religion, or a Son of the moſt holy Church; 
for elſe, let him be what he will, and boaſt how he 
po _— ou dend 8 fee the en i 
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But wow 3 come i went of de Effects 01 the New 


Bird, which | is the ſecond Thing! een to pen 5 


'T he Change made at dle Time of our Adoption . 
and waſhing in the Blood and Water Chriſt ſhed, 
is real and happy; for then all thoſe Fears, Jea- 
louſies, and Uneaſineſſes which generally, if not al- 
ways, precedes it in the Upright and Sincete, are 
brought to an End: They are no more afraid of 


being loſt or caſt away, for now Gad the Spirit 


beareth Witneſs with their Spirit that they are Chile 
dren of Ged; and that though a' Servant abideth not in 
the Heuſe' alway, yet-q Son or Child of God abideth 
akvay, and ſhall go no more duft; n Man ſhall; pluck 
them out of their Elder Brother's: Hands. They feel 
they are now Fellow-Citizens with ibe Saints, b of 
the Houſeſhold of God, and that henceforth they are 
numbered with the General Aſſembly and Church of _ 
the Firft-born who are written in Heaven, they. are 
counted among his Jewels, and called His People, and 
confeſſed before the Father and all the Angels as ibe 
Sbeeß o/ bis Paflure. They know they no more be- 
long to the World, but are born out of it unto God 
and the Lamb: When the Lord counteth up us 
People it ſhall be ſaid of Son, This Man was born 

there, Jeruſalem above is his Mother, and as ſurely 
as he was born of Adam's Fleſh and Blood, and par- 
took of his Nature and cope fo ſurely is he new born 

of the Sccond Adun Adam,| and is Partaker of his Na- 


ture, of his Spirit and Righteouſneſs, ſo that He 


can properly and ſtrictly ſay, Lord thou art my Fa- 
ber, and our Saviour Will at be aſhamed to call 
ſuch Brethren. Beſides this comfortable Alteration 
in the Mind, and over and above the Joy that is 
brought to ſuch at the revealing or manifeſting Chriſt 
to * my are indeed . with a New Heart 


od 


4 drowned in the Blood of the Lamb. The Body is 


= — | 5 
„ 8 | 
1 


and with a New Spirit. Our Lord Tefus has begun 
to create all Things new, and the old ſtrong Heart 
thbe former dead Spirit is taken away, and even the 
Body ſo far partakes of this Neo- Birih that thoſe 
in- dwelling and in-bread Impurities and Defires are 
oyerflowed. with the warter of Regeneration, and 


waſhed with pure Mater, as it is written, I wull 
ſprinkle you with Water and you ſhall be clean And 
now. that which was once a Sink of Sin, a Neff of 
every unclean and hateful Bird, a Den of Thieves, is 
made the Houſe of God, the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 
who dyelleth thenceforward in them, He who be- 
fore laboured with them and drew them near to 
Himſelf, now. 5s in them, and will make his Abide 
with itbem,. The Fleſh is not changed, nor will be 
till it is returned to the Duſi from whence it | was ta- 
ten, or till Je comes. Tt will be ſou a vile Body, 
and at the Appearance of the Lord in that Day it 
Tall ie in his Likeneſs; and” when he makes, a 
New-Ear(h gur Bodies alſo ſhall be made ite bis 
lieus Boch, and therefore is the Reſutrection call- 
ed in the Scripture the Redemptios of the Bh. But 
then, tho' we who are born again of God have till 
our weak and ſpoiled Bodies about us till we go 
hence, yet no Child of God may live to himſelf, or _ 
after the Fleſh, but they ſerve the Lord Chrift with 
their Bodies and Souls, and all their Members be- 
come Inſiruments of - Righteouſneſs... No more do 
Fleſhly Luſts pollute it, no more are they Drunk- 
ards, or Railers, or Diſobedient, or Lovers of the 
World, or Careleſs, or Servants of Sin, they are 
a redeemed, People, and their Works, Words, and 
all their Behaviour ſhew they have been with 7 
His Marl is ſeen upon their Foreheods, His Blood 
þeſprinkles their modeſt and lovely Converſation, 
„ | 55 and 
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came New, and every Child” of God is a New Crea-' 
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come naw 7 ode 55 15 Ae rus 5 b 
and * js. Faith. H. that helieveth is ban of God. * 
E ave he Peer, or the Privilidge, 1% become 
. of. 28 d, even to them that believe in his Name, 
which were. y not 0 of. the Till of the Pleſh, nor of 
the TH of. Man, but of Ged. St. Paul alſo ſpeaks 
after t the ſame Manner, We 72 the Choldren of Go 
thro... aith in, Chri/} Jan, 1 vou geſire to be- 
come Hays of the ingdom oft eaven, or, As Our | 
avigur ſays, Children of 'the Kingdom, then before 
al Things this is needf » which is, a holy Confi⸗ 
tone and Reliance on C 25 A Living Faith \ in Him, 5 
would not mean what is generally meant 
in the Toxid. where al 21molt all who call — 1 2 
Fan. imagine the: believe ; ; but I mean 
98 6 BEI have of G 0, and yen is t he We 
Spirit in 'the. Heart, w here 1 55 aye | 
. Bb * e and Aſſurange tha Jeſus the 
ire God, was. made @ Man, and ſuffered out of pure 
Love and grey, iP, us, our Death and Curſe, and 
\ now pard wor 1 Zins and given us eter- 
a Lee, Be any 7 125 aL aF aich; 
Ag res „ Wee their bein Without the 
Spirit In bein 75 arts, then Jet, oP )e Toh, 
Aj * it aud t ſhall find it, let FEY aſk and they 
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receive it becauſc of Unbelief: They cannot become 

Children of God, ſince they in their Hearts do not 
believe the Promiſes of God nor his Doctrines, but 

caſt all his Words behind their Backs. Though I thus 

ſpeak, my Brethren, I hope better Things of you, 


be you of another Mind, and let nothing Jeſs than ; 


being born again ſatisfy you, or make you eaſy. 
Let it be your chiefeſt and higheſt Aim to be our 


Saviour's Mother, and Siſter, and Brother, for ſuch are 


they, and they only, who have his Father for their 
Father, and his God for their God, and are born again 

of the ſame Spirit, which bare him of the Virgin Ra-. 
, and conceived Him, and brought to pais his In- 

cCarnation. May that Holy Spirit even now give you 

to underſtand all I have ſaid, and awaken you to a 

_ © thorough knowledge of your fallen Eſtate, and nei- 

Izher leave you nar forſale you, till he has made you 

Sons of God, and manifeſted and applied the Me- 

rits, and Blood and Water of our Saviour Jeſus to 

your Hearts, and enable you to lay, or rather force you 
with Joy to confeſs, 7 am born of God; He is my Fa- 
ther, my God, and my ſtrong Saluatius. 


To that Holy Ghoſt, together with the Father, 
5 _ his Son Chriſt Jeſus, be glory for ever and ever. 
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